Changes in the U.S. Army aviator selection and training program.
The Army's aviator selection program began in the mid 1950's. The first Flight Aptitude Selection Test (FAST) was implemented in 1966 and remained in use until 1980 when changes in personnel, aircraft, and tactics necessitated an improved or revised FAST (RFAST). This paper presents an overview of 1) the composition of the FAST and RFAST; 2) the advantages of the RFAST; and 3) the predictive validity estimates for the FAST and RFAST. Also presented are examples of current research projects which show promise for increasing effectiveness and for broadening the scope of the Army aviator selection program.